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Political, gender and sexual power play receive an enjoyable and provocative
treatment in Ira Avenri’s adaptation of Mary Stuart. Set in1587, Freidrich
Schiller’s play revolves around last days of Mary, Queen of Scots, and the
relationship between Mary and her cousin Queen Elizabeth. Translated by
Yotam Benshalom, adapted and directed by Ira Avneri, the staging of the play
catapults it from a period piece to contemporary theatre.

A red barrier band smartly opens and shuts to emphasize entrances and
exists as an able cast (some taking on more than one role) plays political
musical chairs to the groovy 60s soundtrack overseen by Ehud Weissbrod. A
semi-transparent shower curtain becomes part of the intrigue and drama (with


http://www.midnighteast.com/mag/?author=3

the aid of lighting design), Marks & Sparks shopping bags adorn the set and
“Mind the Step” marks the perimeter, setting the tone for fun and frolic.

Elizabeth (Shiri Golan) in a blood red dress reigns from a white executive
chair on wheels, and Mary (Michal Weinberg) is imprisoned in a tin bathtub,
hoisted aloft, viewing much of the play’s action from her perch up on high. It is
perhaps a tad obvious to dress Mary in white, but the red/white color scheme
works well visually.

Mary Stuart/Photo: Gadi Dagon

Fringe theatre can afford the luxury of taking on plays such as this one, with
verbal and intellectual density. The soundtrack provides easy access to the
plot and an ironic subtext to the dialogue, coming in with Nancy Sinatra
singing “These Boots are made for Walking” (1966) as the cast enters and
dons the appropriate accessories to their roles — and you can guess who is
wearing the boots — with Blood, Sweat and Tears’ “Spinning Wheel” (1969),
Beatles’ “Daytripper” (1966), Monkees “Daydream Believer” (1967), Rolling
Stones’ “Paint it Black” (1966), and more to follow.

Elizabeth is literally surrounded by men in suits, a jovial men’s club perhaps
best represented by Burgleigh (Dudu Yaniv). Maintaining his cool composure
and masculine fagade to the very end, with subtle nuances of controlled
emotion, one could easily imagine him in the upper echelons of any
contemporary business or government. Shiri Golan’s Elizabeth is regal and
vulnerable, determined to win as she plays a game in which the rules were all
written by men. Golan portrays a woman of intelligence, humor, and strength,



willing to make any sacrifice necessary to maintain power, yet plagued by
insecurities and uncertainty, living in constant fear of betrayal.
Mary’s path is clear and unswerving: as a prisoner she seeks her freedom, as
a Queen and a Catholic, she remains true to her stature and her faith. The
play has a very dense text, with which Michal Weinberg had some difficulty
the night | saw the play, stumbling on her lines a few times, which diminished
the effect. Yet she remains a strong foil to Elizabeth, maintaining her integrity
in crucial encounters, reflecting Mary’s choice to remain true to her
convictions, even as she is aware of the terrible cost.

The play offers insight into the intrigue of politics and the emotional price
exacted from those who desire power, absolute power. As Elizabeth says,
“Oh! servitude of popularity!...Oh! when/ Shall | once more be free upon this
throne?/ | must respect the people’s voice, and strive/ To win the favor of the
multitude,/And please the fancies of a mob, whom naught/ But jugglers’ tricks
delight.” As one contemplates Elizabeth upon her throne with wheels that can
turn any which way, the thought occurs that a leader should guide rather than
please the mob, but that is another story.

Mary Stuart, by Friedrich Schiller, translated by Yotam Benshalom, adapted
and directed by Ira Avneri

Artistic consultation: Yagil Eliraz; Environment design and costumes: Dina
Conson; Lighting design: Shahar Verchzon; Soundtrack design consultation:
Ehud Weissberg, Assistant director: Idan Schwartz; Planning and building:
Yaniv Suissa, Y Circus; Costume maker: Galina Golzman, Cast: Shiri Golan,
Michal Weinberg, Dudu Yaniv, Elhai Levit, David Levinsky, Benny Eldar.




	"מרי סטיוארט": להיכנס לנעליים גדולות
	עיבוד פרינג'י למחזה שעוסק במאבק בין שתי נשים גדולות על כוח ו
	Mary Stuart

	Blank Page


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>






    /TUR <>
    /HEB <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice




